Congress of the Wnited States

TWHashington, BE 20515

Hon. Ralph Regula

. Chairman

House Committee on Appropriations
Subcommiittee on Labor-Health and
Human Services-Education

2358 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Hon. Tom Harkin

Chairman

Subcommittee on Labor-Health and
Human Services-Education
Senate Appropriations Committee
184 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Sirs: |

November 21, 2001

Hon. David Obey

Ranking Member

House Committee on Appropriations
Subcommiittee on Labor-Health and
Human Services-Education '
1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Hon. Arlen Specter

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Labor-Health and
Human Services-Education

Senate Appropriations Committee
188 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

As the Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Conference Committee works
to reconcile differences in the House and Senate versions of the FY2002 Labor, Health and-
Human Services, and Education Appropriations bill, we write to reiterate our desire for adequate
funding levels of HIV/AIDS education, prevention and treatment programs.

Support the House Approprlatlons- Level for the AIDS Drug Assistance Program

The HIV infection rate remains at an overwhelming 40,000 new cases per year in the
United States, half of whom are between the ages of 13-25. Those new cases, combined with
more people living with HIV/AIDS longer than ever before, have expanded medical caseloads at
already strapped community-based organizations serving this population. While the cost of
HIV/AIDS drugs, and the number of people in need of such drugs, continues to rise, the ‘
percentage who can afford them continues to decline. The funding for the AIDS Drug Assistance.
Program in the Senate version of the bill was approximately $35 million less than the level
approved by the House. In order to meet the growing needs of people living with AIDS, we
respectfully request that the conference committee use the House-passed appropriations level for

the ADAP program.

Support a Funding Level of $540 million for the Minority AIDS Initiative

The increasing epidemic among women and communities of color requires a stronger v
federal response to the domestic HIV/AIDS epidemic. HIV/AIDS cases continue to rise among
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women of color, and the Surgeon General projects that 80% of women newly infected with HIV
will be African American or Latina. While African American women represent 14% and Latina
women represent 12% of the U.S. female population, they account for 78% of cumulative AIDS
cases among the female population. While the $330 million included in the current budget is an
increase from the FY 2001 budget, it is eclipsed by the overwhelming and consistently growing
need in the minority community. An appropriation closer to the $540 million recommended by
the Congressional Black Caucus, Congressional Hispanic Caucus, Congressional Asia-Pacific
Caucus and Community Based Organizations, would improve our ability to address the
deleterious effect of HIV/AIDS on the minority community.

As the Labor, HHS and Education bill makes its way to final consideration in the
conference committee, and you make the many decisions designed to strengthen the public health
capacity of our nation, please do not forget the ongoing struggle against this devastating disease.
We urge you to support the highest possible level of funding for these essential programs.
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Sincerely,













