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MR. SPEAKER, I rise today to recognize the contributions of Hispanic Serving Institutions (HSI's).  An HSI is defined as an institution that has at least 25% full time Hispanic enrollment, and of the Hispanic student enrollment, at least 50% are low income.  There are over 200 HSI's in the United States, and eight in my 28th Congressional District in Texas.  As a former educator, I understand the importance of a quality education –both to the success of the individual student, and  ultimately to the success of our country.  It should be clear to all of us in Congress that in order for America to maintain and build upon our global economic competitiveness we must have a capable and technologically advanced workforce. Studies show that by the year 2008, 60% of all new jobs will require skills that are held by just 20% of the current workforce.

To meet this goal, we must ensure quality instruction and resources at our institutions of higher learning, especially in the areas of science and mathematics.  Even if students do not pursue a career in these fields, they still will need basic knowledge in science and technology to be successful in our competitive workforce.  As a country we cannot afford to have students complete high school and pursue a higher education scientifically and technologically illiterate. 


According to a study by the Department of Education the number of Hispanic Americans enrolled in college is growing twice as quickly as overall enrollment at all colleges.  With the beginning of the 21st Century, a larger proportion of the U.S. population will be composed of African Americans, Hispanics, and Native Americans.  As a group, these populations have traditionally been under- represented in the science and engineering disciplines compared to their proportion of the total population.  


A recent report produced by the National Science Foundation (NSF) reveals that African Americans, Hispanics and Native Americans as a whole comprise 23% of the population and earn, as a whole, 14.7% of the bachelor degrees, 8.2 % of the masters degrees, and 5.5 % of the doctorate degrees in science and engineering.  


There are few within the scientific community who argue about the effect of demographics on the future science and engineering workforce.  These fields have been the primary domain of white males.  This can and must change.  African Americans, Hispanics, and Native Americas, with Hispanics, being the fastest-growing, will comprise a more significant segment of the workforce and will need to fill more positions within the scientific community.


Hispanics are improving their academic achievement levels.  They have increased their share of earned bachelors degrees from 4% in 1990 to 6.5% in 1998.  The proportion of masters degrees received by Hispanics increased from 2.2% in 1990 to 3.5% in 1998.  In doctoral candidates our progress has slowed in 1990 at 2% and in 1998 at 2.8%.  We must continue to move forward and in order to succeed it will take a national commitment to education.  The success illustrated by these increases reflect the hard work of HSI's and other institutions in recruiting, and retaining Hispanic students.


Today I congratulate all HSI's, especially those in San Antonio: Our Lady of the Lake University, Palo Alto College, San Antonio College, St. Mary's University, St. Phillips College, The University of Texas at San Antonio, The University of Texas Health Science Center, and The University of the Incarnate Word, for all their wonderful contributions.  HSI's recognize how indispensable the contributions of Hispanics will be in the future, as they continue on their path of growth and dominance within our workforce.  I commend HSI's for their many contributions to the academic excellence within the Hispanic community and society at large.  Further, I encourage all the presidents, faculty and staff of our nation's HSI's to continue their efforts in recruiting, retaining and graduating students who might otherwise not purse a post-secondary education.  Our country's future is in your hands.

