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MR. SPEAKER, I rise in support of H Res 523, a resolution that recognizes the many contributions of historically Black colleges and universities to American society.  The 105 historically Black colleges and universities throughout the United States provide a diverse community of students with a high caliber and quality education, a necessary tool in our competitive workforce.  Not only do these campuses foster a strong history of educational achievement, they also provide students with exposure to a rich heritage and significant historical perspective.  


It is imperative that all students feel that they have access to institutions which allow them to attain their full potential through the pursuit of higher education.  Historically Black colleges and universities have demonstrated success throughout their 100 years of educating our youth, proving that they are worthy of our national recognition and praise. Historically Black colleges and universities have provided many economically and educationally disadvantaged students with critical educational training and guidance --necessary components to building bridges to opportunity and access.  


The inroads made by these institutions are empowering communities which have historically been forgotten or dismissed.    We are fortunate in the 28th Congressional District of Texas to have an outstanding institution which exemplifies the rich tradition of historically Black colleges and universities.  St. Philip's College was founded in 1898 by Bishop James Steptoe Johnston of St. Philip's Episcopal Church of the West Texas Diocese. The school, which opened on March 1, 1898, began as a sewing class for girls with fewer than 20 students in a house located in the historic La Villita area in downtown San Antonio.  


Today, St. Philip's College has become a vibrant  multi-campus institution of the Alamo Community College District, joining three other colleges –– San Antonio College, Palo Alto College and Northwest Vista College –– in meeting the educational needs of San Antonio's growing and diverse community. A Historically Black College and a Hispanic Serving Institution with a semester enrollment of more than 8,000, St. Philip's is among the oldest and most diverse community colleges in the nation and one of the fastest growing in Texas. 


I urge the presidents, faculty, and staff at historically Black colleges and universities around the country to continue their impressive work, providing a caring, nurturing, and respectful environment in which all may learn. We must all be dedicated to the education of all of our youth, and in particular those whose families have historically been shut out of educational opportunity, for leadership and service to our Nation and global community.

